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Muslim’s contribution to the development of world civilization is a significant matter which 
deserves a further investigation. The Muslim Empires all the way through their leadership role 
of Islamic world took momentous responsibilities and steps in shaping the construction of the 
Islamic civilization according to the changing times. Researching and studying the magnificent 
intellectual contributions of Muslims to the world civilization is a necessary requirement for an 
Islamic renaissance and revival movements which aim at rebuilding the Islamic civilization. 
Western civilization was being posed as the sole civilization which had given progress to the 
world, the contribution of other civilizations was being denied and ignored and, therefore, it was 
being imposed as a model to non-western world. Against this prevailing and dominating trend, 
new intellectuals came with an alternative concept of Islamic civilization and remained the loyal 
defenders of it until the day. It is an erroneous perception to compare history of civilizations with 
the life cycle of human beings: they are not alike, human beings are born, they grow and die; 
however, civilizations are born, they grow and retreat for later reawakening time; it is a treasure 
which rears when the humanity needs it for reformation and change. This paper attempts to 
underline the significance of Islamic civilization through exploring Muslims’ reawakening 
process and needs of humanity for a new world order which reflect the contribution of Islamic 





Intellectual, theoretical and methodological developments of Muslim society are based on the 
fundamental dynamic character of Islam which created vivacity in cultural, political, social 
and economic life for many centuries. Muslim World throughout the centuries was 
enlightened by Islamic civilization which fostered the development of world civilizations; 
because the Islamic civilization is the complete version of the whole messengers‟ eternal 
messages. The eternal messages‟ Lord created the diversity of human beings for the 
purpose of knowing each other‟s live styles, cultures and values which create different 
civilizations. “O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and 
made you into nations and tribes, that you may know each other.”1 Knowing each other 
needs relations and the relations should cause to positive progress interchangeably but not 
to destroy the others‟ values and cultures. In contrast to Islamic civilization, it will be seen 
throughout the paper, the western civilization, unfortunately, came to threat the other 
civilization, ontological parameters based on destroying already existent values, if not, tries 
to monopolize human values for the interest of western mentality. The human history 
witnesses that the western hegemonistic and monopolistic nature has already eradicated 
sixteen different civilizations.  
 
 The source of nature belongs to whole human beings and it is left as trust for all to use 
it appropriately without wasting it. Islamic civilization extremely emphasizes on not to misuse 
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virtues, human rights, freedom. If these values are corrupted and default the decadence and 
the fall come through natural punishments by the Eternal Lord. In history many prosper 
civilizations were destroyed and razed because of their injustice manner, being wickedly 
rebellious and sinful attitudes.  
 
 All the double standards towards other civilizations are because of their world 
perception. The world societies, especially Muslim masses realized now that such western 
civilization cannot bring democracy, freedom, equality and prosperity to the global world with 
this foxy attitudes and materialistic manners. This attitudes and behaviour fostered other 
nations and especially Muslim countries to collaborate with each other and thinking more 
strategically. Many World Muslim countries began to revitalize their geo-cultural paradigm 
from Albanian to Kazan, from Bosnia to Chechnya, from Crimean to Tajikistan, from 
Afghanistan to Pakistan, from Middle East to Far East countries. The umma concept 
connects the other Muslim states with each other which trigger civilizational vivacity within 
territorial paradigm. The tyrannical interests, negative attitudes, injustice attacks, illegal 
invasions, and arbitrary practices of anarchistic attitudes of the West caused the Islamic 
World to rethink the situation and their relationship with the existing international system and 
dominant power centres which helped them to find their Muslim identity through 
strengthening the notion of ummatic consciousness.  
 
 Establishing the most proper social atmosphere in the sense of institutionalization and 
keeping the theoretical ideals of Islamic belief system as a foundation for the social 
dynamism against the dominant power-system motivated the Muslim to re-gain the 
ontological consciousness which reinforce self-confidence as a consequence of a very strong 
self-perception. The psychological impetus fostered them to be a significant being rather than 
an artificial element or subject in the environment. This encouraged Islamic World to develop 
their economic, social, political institutions. Current agenda shows the re-awakening 
atmosphere in the Muslim societies and the inferiority complex has been transferred to the 
Western masses; because of this transformation, the paradigm of the western-centred 
civilization is experiencing a serious crisis. The fear of the West from the Islamic countries is 
because of re-gaining self-perception and ontological consciousness of the Muslim 
individuals, meaning that new era is approaching rather than the end of the history. In other 
words, the humanity is facing now a new paradigm shift which is not the end of the history 
but the end of the western-centred civilization. For that reason this century would be the 
century of Islamic civilization which would foster to reawaken the other oppressed world 
civilizations for the sake of all human beings. 
 
References 
Abdulkadir Udeh (1998), Sömürge Hukuku ve İslam, Istanbul: İşaret. 
 
Ahmet Davutoglu (1994), Civilizational Transformation and the Muslim World, Kuala Lumpur: 
 Mahir Publication. 
 
Ahmet Davutoglu (2010, May 20), Turkey's Zero-Problems Foreign Policy, Foreign Policy, FP, 
 online version, Washington: Slate Group. 
 





Ahmet Davutoglu (1999), Rewriting Contemporary Muslim Politics: A Twentieth-Century 
 Periodization, in Fred Reinhard Dallmayr (ed.), Border Crossings: Toward a 
 Comparative Political Theory, New York: Lexington, 1999, pp. 89-119. 
 
Ahmet Davutoglu (1996), İslam Düşünce Geleneğinin Temelleri, Oluşum Süreci ve Yeniden 
 Yorumlanması, Divan İlmi Araştırmalar, Bilim ve Sanat Vakfı, v.1, 1, p. 34. 
 
Ahmet Davutoglu (1994), Alternative Paradigms the Impact of Islamic and Western 
 Weltanschauungs on Political Theory,N.Y: University Press of America. 
 
Ali Shari„ati (1999), Öze Dönüş, trans by Kerim Güney, Istanbul: Kitabevi. 
 
Alija Ali Izetbegovic (1991), Islam Between East and West, Indianapolis, American Trust 
 Publication. 
 
Aliya İzzetbegoviç (2003), Tarihe Tanıklığım, Istanbul: Klasik Publication. 
 
Aliya İzzetbegoviç (1989), Islam between East and West, (Indiana: American Trust 
 Publication. 
 
Bertrand Russell (2004), History of Western Philosophy, London: Routledge. 
 
Brian Swann & Arnold Krupat (1987), Recovering the Word Essays on Native American 
 Literature, California: University of California press, 1987. 
 
Chandra Muzaffar (1998), Islamization of State and Society: Some Further Critical Remarks, 
 in Norani Othman (edit), Shari’a Law and the Modern Nation-State, Kuala Lumpur: 
 United Selangor Press. 
 
Fazlur Rahman (2000), Revival and Reform in Islam, edited by Ebrahem Moosa, Oxford: 
 One World Publications. 
 
Fazlur Rahman (1982), Islam and Modernity, Chicago: The University of Chicago. 
 
Francis Fukuyama (1992), The end of History and the Last Man,New York: The Free Press. 
 
Francis Fukuyama (1990, January 15), Are we at the end of history, Fortune Magazine, 
 121/2, pp 75-78. 
 
Francis Fukuyama (Summer 1989), The end of history?, The National Interest 16, pp. 3-18. 
 
Hayreddin Karaman (n.d), Gerçek İslamda Birlik, Afgani, Abduh, Reşit Rıza, Istanbul: Nesil 
 Publication. 
 
İsmail Kara (1986), Türkiye‟de İslamcılık Düşüncesi, Istanbul: Risale. 
 
Jamal al-Din Afghani: Samarrai Hasib (1998), Dini Modernizmin Üç Şovalyesi, Istanbul: Bedir 
 publication. 
 
John L Esposito (2008), American Muslims and the Future of American-Islamic World 




John Orbert Voll (2008), Dialogue Between Islam and the West: Where are we now and 
 Where are we Going?, Kuala Lumpur: Academe Art Printing Services. 
 
John Orbert Voll (1995), İslam Süreklilik ve Değişim, trans by Cemil Aydın, v. 2, Istanbul: 
 Yöneliş. 
 
Karen Barkey (2005). "Islam and Toleration: Studying the Ottoman Imperial Model." 
 International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 19 (1/2), 15. 
 
Lee Poh Ping (2008), East-West Interaction and the Future three Scenarios, Azizzan 
 Baharuddin (edit), Occidentalism and Orientalism: Reflections of the East and the 
 Perceptions of the West, Kuala Lumpur: University of Malaya. 
 
Majid Fakhri (1992), İslam Felsefesi Tarihi, trans. by Kasım Turhan, Istanbul. 
 
Malek Bennabi (1991), Islam in History and Society, Kuala Lumpur: Berita. 
 
Mehmet Aydın (2000), Elmalı’lıda  Teceddüd Fikri, İslam Felsefesi Yazıları, Istanbul: Ufuk, 
 2000. 
 
Montgomery W, Watt (1988), Islamic Fundamentalism and Modernity, London: Routledge, 
 1988. 
 
Muhammad Abduh in H.Malcolm Kerr (1966), Islamic Reform, the Political and Legal 
 theories of Muhammad ‘Abduh and Rashid Rida”, California, USA: University of 
 California Press. 
 
Muhammad Iqbal, İslamda Dini Düşüncenin Yeniden Doğuşu, trans by N. Ahmad Asrar, 
 Istanbul: Birleşik. 
 
Muhammad Sahimi (2010, Apr), The Washington Report on Middle East Affairs, Double 
 Standards for Iran's Nuclear Program. Vol. 29, Iss. 3; pg. 28, 2 pgs. See also in Iran 
 Affairs (2010, June 17), Retrieved from 
 http://www.iranaffairs.com/iran_affairs/2010/06/double-standards-for-irans-nuclear-
 program.html  
 
Nasr, S.H.(1976) Man and Nature: The Spiritual Crisis of Modern Man, Kuala Lumpur: 
 Foundation for Traditional Studies. 
 
Niyazi Berkes (1959) (Ed.), Turkish Nationalism and Western Civilization, (London: Hazell 
 Watson and Viney. 
 
Pitirim A. Sorokin (1940, Sept), Arnold J. Toynbee's Philosophy of History, The Journal of 
 Modern History, The University of Chicago Press, Vol. 12, No. 3, pp. 374-387. 
 
Said Nursi (1998), Sözler, Istanbul: Yeni Asya Publication. 
 
Saim Kayadibi (2008), Ijtihad and a Modernist Perspective towards Islamic Law and Thought, 




Samuel P. Hantington (1996), The Clash of Civilizations and the Remarking of World Order, 
 (New York: Simon & Schuster. 
 
Sezai Karakoç, Sütun (2010), Günlük Yazılar, Istanbul: Diriliş Yayınları. 
 
Sezai Karakoç, Sütun (2007), Diriliş Neslinin Amentüsü, Istanbul: Diriliş Yayınları. 
 
Shad Saleem Faruqi (2008), Human Rights-Reflections of the East and perceptions of the 
 West, in Azizzan Baharuddin (edit), Occidentalism and Orientalism: Reflections of the 
 East and the Perceptions of the West, Kuala Lumpur: University of Malaya. 
 
Shamsul A. B. (2008), Colonial Knowledge and the Deepening of Orientalism: the Asian 
 Experience, in Azizzan Baharuddin (edit), Occidentalism and Orientalism: Reflections 
 of the East and the Perceptions of the West, Kuala Lumpur: University of Malaya, 
 2008, pp. 4-9. 
 
World Bulletin (2010, May 29), Retrieved from http://www.worldbulletin.net/news_detail.php? 
 id=59205 
 
Zeki İşcan (n.d) , Muhammed ‘Abduh’un Dini ve Siyasi Görüşleri,Istanbul: Dergah 
